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Holocaust Education Trust Ireland (HETI)

Introduction

Holocaust education trust Ireland (HetI) is an independent non-profit national charity.  the
organisation has a Board of volunteer trustees, who are responsible for decisions concerning project
management, fundraising and administration. In designing, facilitating and supporting educational and
cultural programmes, HetI works in partnership with schools, colleges, third level and other centres of
education, youth groups, intercultural bodies, and those working in the Arts. HetI cooperates closely
with experts and international organisations promoting Holocaust edudcation,awareness and
remembrance. It welcomes submissions and input from those interested in supporting Holocaust
education and in redressing discrimination and racism. 

the trust seeks funding from government departments, cultural bodies, corporate sponsors, religious
bodies, philanthropic organisations, and private individuals.  Further details are available on our website:
www.hetireland.org

Message from the Chairperson                                          

Memories of the Second World War, the circumstances which
brought it about and the horrors of the Holocaust, are in danger of
fading. When memories grow faint the lessons of history grow
dangerously dim.  largely gone are those who survived and those who
witnessed their suffering when liberating camps. With few left to carry
the burden of memory, it becomes even more important to educate
generations now living, 

extremism can emerge in any nation at any time. We must ensure that
never again is a situation created which will unleash events as cataclysmic as the Holocaust.  We
thererore resolve to fight hatred and fear whenever they emerge.  today, in our fast-moving world, we
are experiencing “misinformation” and increase in antisemitism and a prevalence towards Holocaust
denial and distortion. through its educational and awareness programmes, HetI seeks to promote
understanding of current issues, seeking to challenge antisemitism and other forms of racism.

Eibhlin Byrne,
Chairperson HETI 
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Public awareness

Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration (HMD) takes place on the
Sunday nearest to the 27th January every year.  It is organized under
the auspices of HetI in association with the Department of Justice,
equality and Dublin City Council. the ceremony cherishes the memory
of all of the victims of the Holocaust and includes survivors’
recollections, readings, music, the Scroll of names and candle-lighting.
Six candles are lit for the six million Jews who perished in the Holocaust, as well as candles for all of the
other victim groups. More than 100 school pupils attend from all over Ireland, some of whom participate. 

Programmes for schools 

Survivor testimony
over 4,000 senior school children (north and South) have heard survivors speak
during the past academic year. HetI provides advice and guidance to help schools
and students prepare for the event. every student receives a Holocaust Memorial
Day commemorative booklet the to take home and share with their families. 

The Crocus Project
is intended for young people aged eleven years and older. HetI
provides schools with yellow crocus bulbs to plant in memory of 1.5
million Jewish children and thousands of other children who

were victims or nazi atrocities.  the yellow flowers recall the yellow star all Jews were
forced to wear during the nazi era. When people admire the flowers, the children can
explain what they represent and what happened to the children. the project is a
conduit for teaching young children about the Holocaust, prompting discussion about
the dangers of discrimination and the importance of tolerance and respect. 

Mary Elmes Prize
the Mary elmes prize is for transition Year students, inviting them to complete a
History essay or an artistic response to the Holocaust (Art, music or literary),
inspired by Mary elmes and her story. In 2019/20, HetI had 21 entries across all
disciplines. the Mary elmes prize is run by HetI in association with the History
teachers’ Association of Ireland (HtAI)

Teacher Education
Certificate in Holocaust Education in association with the Herzog
Centre, trinity, College, Dublin. Continuous professional Development
(CpD), comprising 4 modules. Special purpose Award of nFQ level 7
carrying 20 eCtS. this programme provides in-depth tuition on the
historical significance and contemporary resonance of the Holocaust. the
programme provides participants with the information, tools and skills to

address this subject in their areas of work, and to develop pedagogical expertise to complement their knowledge.
Supported by the Department of education and Skills Ireland, and the Claims Conference, new York.
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Teaching the Holocaust
An intensive three day summer programme for teachers and
educators that addresses the complex subject of the Holocaust and
how to teach it.  lectures, interactive seminars, workshops, materials
and resources presented by international Holocaust educators.

Learning from the Holocaust
A six day programme that includes a four day visit to Krakow and
Auschwitz-Birkenau. preparation and Reflection seminar days are
included in this programme. It is designed to help teachers understand
the enormity of the Holocaust and the history of the Jewish people of
europe before the Second World War.

Irish Seminar at Yad Vashem
An eight day programme for teachers at the Yad Vashem International
School for Holocaust Studies. this course is specifically tailored for Irish
teachers providing in-depth exposure to the many facets of the Holocaust.
Working at the exceptional Holocaust Museum and Archives Centre,
participants can avail of resources, expertise and personal testimonies.

Study visit to Berlin
A visit to the city of Berlin in the country where national Socialism
originated, proveds contect for studying and teaching the Holocaut.
Working with scholars and educators, the programme includes visits to
Holocaust sites, encounters with survivors, the House of the Wannsee
Conference,the Museum of German Resistance and other centres.

HETI produces original material to complement all of its educational progrmmes.

Senior students and visits to Holocaust centres
HetI encourages schools to arrange for their students to visit the Imperial War Museum Holocaust
exhibition in london or to visit the Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre in nottingham.
Schools are increasingly interested in taking senior students to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau.  HetI assists
in the preparation of such a visit and in providing of materials to complement learning.

The Holocaust Narrative
An illustrated visual presentation that gives an overview of
the development of the Holocaust before, during and after
the Second World War.  this inter-disciplinary programme is
designed to give participants an understanding of the
complexity of the Holocaust in an accessible format.

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)
Ireland became a full member of this international inter-governmental body in 2011,
committing the Irish government to commemorating the Holocaust and teaching
about it.  two members of Holocaust education trust Ireland are members of the
Irish delegation to this important organisation.
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Treasurer’s Report

the financial results of the trust's activities for the year ended 30th September 2019 are on pages 
9-12. the detailed Income and expenditure Account is set out on page 7. 

the trustees are particularly grateful for the grants received from the Department of education and
Science that enabled the trust to carry out its educational work, and for the grant from the Department
of Justice and equality for enabling the organisation of the national Holocaust Memorial Day
commemoration and other related remembrance programmes.  

We acknowledge the support of other generous benefactors, some of whom made significant
donations, and all those who gave financial gifts towards the work of the trust. As we have previously
reported, the trust is totally dependent on the continuing help of all our donors and grant providers to
enable it to carry out the different elements of its increasing activities.

We wish to remind potential donors that the trust has received charitable status under Section 41 of the
2001 Finance Act, from the Irish Revenue Commissioners. this means that, subject to certain conditions, tax
relief on donations in excess of €250, depending on whether the donation is made by a pAYe taxpayer, an
individual on self-assessment, or by a company are eligible for tax deduction by the donors.  

Tim O’Connor

Income and Expenditure Accounts 
for the Year Ended 31st December 2019

Continuing operations 
2019 2018

Income 389,162 402,084

expenditure (401,901) (383,184)

Surplus/deficit on ordinary activities before interest 12,739 (18,900)

other interest receivable and similar income 7 10

tax on surplus/deficit on ordinary activities _ _

Retained surplus/deficit for the year (12,732) (18,910)

there are no recognised gains or losses other than the surplus or deficit for the above financial year. 
on behalf of the board,

Eibhlin Byrne – Chairperson Lynn Jackson – Trustee 
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HETI Financial Statements for the year ending 31 December 2019

Complete details of these financial statements are available on the HetI website: 
www.hetireland.org link: 
An extract from these statements (pages 7 – 12) are included here:
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